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Personal information     
Name: Antonis Chatzinotas   

Birthday: 24.12.1969, Munich/Germany    

Nationality: Greek, German   

 

Work address 
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – UFZ 

Department of Applied Microbial Ecology 

Group Microbial Interaction Ecology 

Permoserstr. 15, 04318 Leipzig, Germany 

antonis.chatzinotas@ufz.de; Phone +49 341 6025 1324 

 

Present position  
Since 01/2020 Full Professor Microbial Interaction Ecology, Leipzig University 

Since 2011  Tenured Group Leader Microbial Interaction Ecology, Helmholtz Centre 
for Environmental Research - UFZ, Leipzig/Germany  

Postdoctoral positions  
2004-2011  Senior researcher, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research - UFZ, 

Leipzig/Germany  

1999-2004  Postdoctoral researcher, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 
(EPFL), Switzerland 

Higher Education  
1996-2000  PhD (Dr. sci. nat.), Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zürich (ETH 

Zürich), Switzerland 

1989-1995  Diplom in Biology, Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich/Germany  

 

 

Line of research  
Prof. Chatzinotas and his group “Microbial Interaction Ecology” at the UFZ are studying the 
diversity, ecology and functioning of microbial communities and their interactions across different 
trophic levels (including bacteria, protists, predatory bacteria and viruses) in natural and 
engineered systems. This research addresses amongst others (i) the response of microbial 
communities and functions to environmental change and human activities in terrestrial systems, 
(ii) the diversity and interactions within/between different trophic levels (bacteria-virus-protists), 
(iii) the evaluation of ecological theories in microbial ecology. To this end, he and his group 
combine a wide array of experimental set-ups ranging from miniaturized lab experiments to large 
scale field experiments which are analysed using e.g. isolation of microorganisms/viruses, 
microscopy, trait-based approaches, genomics, metagenomics/viromics, amplicon sequencing, 
qPCR, functional assays, stable-isotope probing, metabolite analysis. 

 

 



Organization of scientific meetings (selection) 
Co-Chair & Organizer 17th International Symposium on Microbial Ecology ISME, 2018, Leipzig, 
Germany (> 2200 participants) 

Co-Chair & Organizer Symposium “Microbial Systems Ecology” at the FEMS - 5th Congress of 
European Microbiologists, 2013, Leipzig, Germany (> 1000 participants) 

 

Memberships and service to the scientific community (selection) 
Since 2022: T.E.A.M. mentor for female postdocs in a cross-university programme  

Since 2021: Mentor of Master students of the University Leipzig 

Since 2015: Elected member of the German Centre for Integrative Biodiversity Research (iDiv) 
 
Project review assignments for DFG Emmy Noether Programme, Alexander von Humboldt 
Stiftung, Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt, Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF), UK 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), Hungarian Scientific 
Research Fund (OTKA), Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) 

 

Since > 20 years: teaching (lectures, seminars, lab courses). Main teaching responsibilities 
since 2018 at Leipzig University include “Modul 11-BIO-204 - Structure, Function and Ecology of 
Microbial Communities” within the International Master Biodiversity, Ecology and Evolution 

 

Research grants (selection) 
07/2025-06/2028 DFG: Live/Dead - Contribution of soil protists to carbon cycles through 

microbe predation and necromass (1PhD student funded) 

08/2025-07/2027 iDiv: Impacts of land use and climate change on soil viromes, viral 
lifestyles and nutrient cycling - Flexpool (LuCliVir) (1 Postdoc funded) 

11/2022-10/2026 EU-HORIZON: RATION-Risk Assessment Innovation for low-risk 
pesticides (1 Postdoc funded) 

07/2020-06/2023  EU-H2020, Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Innovative Training Networks 
2020:The European Industry - Academia Network for RevIsing and 
Advancing the Assessment of the Soil Microbial TOxicity of Pesticides’ —
‘ARISTO’ (1 PhD student funded) 

03/2018-01/2020 DFG: The virome of grass land soils under different land use intensity as 
the driver for microbial community structure and function (KiWion) (Lead 
PI, plus 2 Co-PIs; 1 Postdoc funded) 

10/2017-6/2021 DFG-SFB “AquaDiva”, Subproject Phase II: Phages as vectors and 
indicators of biological information: consequences for microbial 
communities and functions (Co-PI; 1 +1 PhD student funded) 

10/2013-6/2017  DFG-SFB “AquaDiva”, Subproject Phase I: Phages as vectors and 
indicators of biological information in the Earth’s Critical Zone (Co-PI; 1 +1 
PhD student funded) 

08/2012-07/2014 DFG-Trilateral: MICROPRED - Microbial predators for biocontrol of 
bacterial pathogens in WWTP (Lead PI and Coordinator; plus 3 Co-PIs; 1 
PhD student funded) 
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